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The Forest Service is asked to manage wilderness on a shoestring

The centerpiece of Washington's north
central Cascade Mountains, the 577,000-acre
Glacier Peak Wilderness, is a dreamscape. Wild
and scenic rivers stretch up 1o meet a volcanic
peak of classic form and elegance. Before 2008,
access to the western slopes of this wilderness
was up a gravel road driven through a heavily
forested corridor paralleling a free flowing river.
A small campground at the end of the road
offered an open invitation to continue up the
White Chuck River Trail and its way trails.

As a backcountry ranger for the Darrington
Ranger Pistrict, I've been privileged to walk
this trail and cthers around the Glacier Peak
Wilderness off and on for decades. Glacier Peak
and its environs was a showpiece of the origi-
nal Wilderness Preservation system, because
of its size, unparalieled diversity and beauty.
Today, the edges are fraying.

The heart of the landscape is as untamed
as ever, but only the most hardheaded and
intrepid hikers can push their way past the
decimated portals and blown-out trails to ac-
cess this pristine wilderness. Extreme weather
in concert with gutted U.5. Forest Service
funding has created a “perfect storm” of benign
neglect and minimal management of this and
other designated wilderness areas in the Pacific

Northwest—not, I suspect, exacily what the
founders of the Wilderness Act had in mind.

The Wilderness Act of 1964 was signed by
President Johnson after a decade of debats,
public hearings and over 60 revisions. This act,
established the National Wilderness Preserva-
tion System, and initially included 54 units to-
taling 9.1 million acres of land administered by
the U.8. Forest Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Burean of Land Management and the
National Park Service.

Prior to the Wilderness Act, the Forest Ser-
vice's history ran deep with staff and exper-
tise that supported resource extraction, road
building, fire management and "multiple use”
approaches. With the inception of the Wilder-
ness Act, the values of conservation leadership
within the Forest Service, as exemplified by Ar-
thur Carhart, Aldo Leopold, and Bob Mazrshall
and others who valued remote and undeveloped
landscapes, gainad equal footing with the wise-
use politics of Gifford Pinchot.

The Forest Service had to shift gears and
begin tc manage "set-aside” tandscapes as
self-contained units within breoader national
forests. New management strategies included
recogmition of four statutory qualities of wiider-
ness "character.” These requirements demanded
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that wrldemess_ be left . untrammeled" from
human control-or mampulatlon, that wilderness
remain Ma where ecologlcal systems are
maintdined, that de51gnated m]derness remam
undeveloped" ahd that “gutstanding opportuni-
fies for sohtude of a pnm1t1ve and unconﬁned

type of reoreatlon Temain 1ntact

By 19'76 the. Darrmgi:on ‘Ranger sttrlct in the
Mount Baker Snoquahm National Forest, the
caretaker-of the Glacier, Peak'Wﬂdemess had
mfra qcture i place to address these Teduire-
men 5. Their eszgnated workforce inchaded
a fulldiime wﬂderness manager sm seasonal
wﬂderness rangers and- two ﬁve“person tzail
c_:rews,. Additional support ¢ame from “packers,
fire lookouts; fire ‘crews, contractors, and Te-
search scientists. The wildemess workforce also
benefited from proportional Support from fixed
ranger district staffing, famhnes and in- kmd
administrative contributions. Thelr overarch:lng
mandate was to create and implement plans
for large-scale ecosystern management while
honoring the Wilderness Act.and broader Forest
Service objectives. . - -

Today, with even more land to manage fol-
lowing the 1984 designations of the Boulder
River and. Henry M. Jackson wilderness areas;
the Darrmgton District gets by W1th one part-,
time wilderness spemahst one part 4imedead -
mlderness ranger orie trail Grevw and: as muo‘h
volunteer help as it ‘¢an muster. Da_rrlng'ton ig
relatrvely fortunate compared tc many W“l}.der-
ness areas nationwide, which have noApa]d staff
and rely héavily on partners and vehinteers
for the biilk of minimum-level maintenance
tasks. The budget for wilderness protection has

shrunk and yet all the work remaing—irails and .

campsites to maintain, historic and archeo-
logical sites to support, endangered species to
protect, and public education to coordinate.

What wildérmsss budget there is becomes
intermingled with fire, recreation and trails
funding. With heavy preesure for frontcountry
recreational opportunities, a larger share of
fixed money has shifted in that direction. New
mandated responsibilities include non-native
invasive:weed monitoring and treatment, fire
management planning, fisheries oversight and
habitat restoration, but little money has fol-
lowed these obligations.

According to Sue Sater, wilderness programs
manager for the Pacific Northwest Region,
“gverall wilderness funding is way down, and
Congress uses this funding to address direct
wildermess administration. The agency budget
changes over the years, in particular separating
out the funding line items for wilderness and
trails, have further reduced funding for wilder-
ness administration.” .

" backcountry, the hkehhood of: ﬁndmg ufre- .

’ . stewardshlp standard esta.bhshed under the

January + February 2010 » Washington Trails NewstViews ~ « 9

In egsence, the Forest Service is being asked
to .govern its portion of 107,361,680 million
acres of d951gnated wildérness nationwide -
w1th less than a guarter of the staff;and direct
resourc:es than it had th.urty years age. The belt
has t1ghtened to the point of gross neg gence
and under—-management in many argas with .
staff burnout, public impatience and a Natlonal
Wilderness Preservation System on the verge of
unraveling dus to neglect.

This becomes very real when wewed from
the perspecnve .of the three million people who
live within 100 m11es of the trailheads in the.
‘Glacier Peak Wﬂderness Followmg the ﬂoods
in 2003 and 2006 ‘wiiichH closed out two of four
access roads to the backcountry, the public’s
access to this Wwilderness has become extremely
limited. If these hikers do manage to reach the

Opposite Page: Hiker
at Little Giant Pass,

paifed frail and bndge damage ‘along the way

i high and the chance of encountering a back Glacier Pealk Wil
country ranger is low. Agency-supported resto- derness. Photo by
ration efforts of disturbed backcountry sites are Trevor Anderson.
&thing of the pastin most areas, along with : .
needed monitoring and onsite management. Belowr: Glacier Peak
. - behind’ Image Lake. - -

In 2009, only 24.5 percent of the 410 national Photg by Randall

forest wilderness areas met.the “minimum . Hm:lges.

Forest Service's “Chief's Ten-Year Wilderness
Stewardship Challenge.” This 2005 initiative
identified 10 elements thatl could serve as yard-
sticks against which to evaluate the quality of
wilderness management, including such quanti-
fiars as invasive plant management, Tecreation
site inventories, outfitter management and
wilderness education opportunities. Meeting
six out of the 10 elements was defined as the
“minimum stewardship” level.

Both photos were en-
tered into Northwest
Exposure 2010. See
the ‘winning-images,
starting on Page 22.

Article continues on p.45.



D Cowiche Canyon Conservancy
USGS Tieton, Naches
Oct 18, 2009 by MaryC

A group of five from the Tri-Cities did this
trail in the Cowiche Conservancy just west
of Yakima. The Cowiche Mountain Loop Trail
starts at the parking lot and climbs 1,140 feet
to the summit of Cowiche Mountain {2,970
feet). The round trip distance is 6.1 miles. We
started out on the loop going clockwise. While
the trail is marked with caims there were two
places where one could take a wrong turn.
We met a feliow with a dog about a gquarter
of the way who was ahle to steer us on the
right path. Once one is out on the open slopes
the cairms are easy to see and follow. Coming
down from the top, the path is a little easier to
follow. The fall colors are wonderful right now.
The view from the top was clouded for us but
on a clear day can he spectacular. We could
spot Rainier aud Adams through the clouds.
There were very few people on this trail. &

Been out on a great hike?
Tell the world! File your
trip report at www.wta.org.

Forgotten Stepchild
continued from p. 9.

Most wilderness programs fall short of hav-
ing a baseline work force, which is itself a
vardstick element and cne that is needed to
help meet the other nine Wilderness Challenge
elements. I fear that without a major infusion of
funding support from Congress, our invaluable
Wildemmess Preservation System will not stay
viable, remain accessible to the public, nor sur-
vive intact in the face of climate change. Our
heleaguered and diminished ranger districts
will not be able to honor the language and
intent of the Wilderness Act that states that
“it is herehy declared to be the pelicy of the
Congress to secure for the American people of
present and future generations the benefits of
an enduring resource of wilderness.”

In 1962, President Kennedy said, “It is our
task in our time and in our generation, to hand
down undiminished to those who come after
us, as was handed down to us by those who
came before, the natural wealth and heauty
that is ours.” The advice is as good as ever.
Good preservation tactics demand proactive
management as well as periods of reflection
that recognize how important wilderness is to
the health and wellObeing of our nation. ¢
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A look into Umtanum Canyon from Umtanum Ridge. This is a great
hike for winter wildlife. Photo by Alan Baner.
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